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One day in 1599, in the Spanish village of Saria, seven-year-old Maria Angela Astorch fell ill and died after
gorging herself on unripened almonds. Marias sister Isabel, a nun, came to view the body with her mother
superior, an ecstatic mystic and visionary named Maria Angela Serafina. Overcome by the sight of the dead
girls innocent face, Serafina began to pray fervently for the return of the childs soul to her body. Entering a
trance, she had a vision in which the Virgin Mary gave her a sign. At once little Maria Angela started to
show signs of life. A moment later she scrambled to the ground and was soon restored to perfect health.
During the Counter-Reformation, the Church was confronted by an extraordinary upsurge of feminine
religious enthusiasm like that of Serafina. Inspired by new translations of the lives of the saints, devout
women all over Catholic Europe sought to imitate these athletes of Christ through extremes of self-
abnegation, physical mortification, and devotion. As in the Middle Ages, such womens piety often took the
form of ecstatic visions, revelations, voices and stigmata. Stephen Haliczer offers a comprehensive portrait
of womens mysticism in Golden Age Spain, where this enthusiasm was nearly a mass movement. The
Churchs response, he shows, was welcoming but wary, and the Inquisition took on the task of winnowing out
frauds and imposters. Haliczer draws on fifteen cases brought by the Inquisition against women accused of
feigned sanctity, and on more than two dozen biographies and autobiographies. The key to acceptance, he
finds, lay in the orthodoxy of the womans visions and revelations. He concludes that mysticism offered
women a way to transcend, though not to disrupt, the control of the male-dominated Church.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Kuehner:

This Between Exaltation and Infamy: Female Mystics in the Golden Age of Spain book is not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Between Exaltation and Infamy: Female
Mystics in the Golden Age of Spain without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Between Exaltation and Infamy: Female Mystics in the
Golden Age of Spain can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Between Exaltation and Infamy:
Female Mystics in the Golden Age of Spain having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Anne Hahn:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Between Exaltation and Infamy: Female Mystics in the
Golden Age of Spain why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Tia Sargent:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Between
Exaltation and Infamy: Female Mystics in the Golden Age of Spain.

Tammie Torres:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a half
parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Between Exaltation and Infamy: Female Mystics in the
Golden Age of Spain to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and



go through it. Beside that the book Between Exaltation and Infamy: Female Mystics in the Golden Age of
Spain can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
the time.
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