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In Elvis Presley: A Southern Life, one of the most admired Southern historians of our time takes on one of
the greatest cultural icons of all time. The result is a masterpiece: a vivid, gripping biography, set against the
rich backdrop of Southern society--indeed, American society--in the second half of the twentieth century.
Author of The Crucible of Race and William Faulkner and Southern History, Joel Williamson is a renowned
historian known for his inimitable and compelling narrative style. In this tour de force biography, he captures
the drama of Presleys career set against the popular culture of the post-World War II South. Born in Tupelo,
Mississippi, Presley was a contradiction, flamboyant in pegged black pants with pink stripes, yet soft-
spoken, respectfully courting a decent girl from church. Then he wandered into Sun Records, and everything
changed. I was scared stiff, Elvis recalled about his first time performing on stage. Everyone was hollering
and I didnt know what they were hollering at. Girls did the hollering--at his snarl and swagger. Williamson
calls it the revolution of the Elvis girls. His fans lived in an intense moment, this generation raised by their
mothers while their fathers were away at war, whose lives were transformed by an exodus from the
countryside to Southern cities, a postwar culture of consumption, and a striving for upward mobility. They
came of age in the era of the 1954 Brown vs. Board of Education ruling, which turned high schools into
battlegrounds of race. Explosively, white girls went wild for a white man inspired by and singing black
music while wiggling erotically. Elvis, Williamson argues, gave his female fans an opportunity to break free
from straitlaced Southern society and express themselves sexually, if only for a few hours at a time. Rather
than focusing on Elviss music and the music industry, Elvis Presley: A Southern Life illuminates the zenith
of his career, his period of deepest creativity, which captured a legion of fans and kept them fervently loyal
for decades. Williamson shows how Elvis himself changed--and didnt. In the latter part of his career, when
he performed regular gigs in Las Vegas and toured second-tier cities, he moved beyond the South to a
national audience who had bought his albums and watched his movies. Yet the makeup of his fan base did
not substantially change, nor did Elvis himself ever move up the Southern class ladder despite his wealth.
Even as he aged and his life was cut short, he maintained his iconic status, becoming arguably larger in death
than in life as droves of fans continue to pay homage to him at Graceland. Appreciative and unsparing,
culturally attuned and socially revealing, Williamsons Elvis Presley will deepen our understanding of the
man and his times.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Gray:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the guide untitled Elvis Presley: A Southern Life can be great book to read. May be it
is usually best activity to you.

Erin Cummins:

Elvis Presley: A Southern Life can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Elvis Presley: A Southern Life although doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Wendy Hartnett:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Elvis Presley: A Southern Life why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Regina Hash:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be
go through. Elvis Presley: A Southern Life can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who
have those short free time problems.
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