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One of the problems pervading the study of medieval Islamic technology is the lack of surviving technical
treatises. Tradition tended to be handed down by example and by word of mouth, and apprenticeships could
last for decades. Fortunately, however, occasional treatises do exist. The treatise "On swords and their kinds"
was written by the 9th century Muslim philosopher Ya'qub ibn Ishaq al-Kindi. This work was commissioned
by a powerful patron of scholarship, the Abbasid caliph Mu'tasim, and the content of the treatise presumably
reflects the ruler's general interest in his army and its equipment, and his specific interest in the technical
aspects of sword production. In this work, Kindi discusses the difference between iron and steel,
distinguishes different qualities of sword blade, and different centres of swordsmithing. He refers to the
Indian Ocean trade in steel ingots and to the distinctive character of European swords of the period. He
includes technical terms used by the makers, and distinguishes swords by their physical features - form,
measurements, weight, watered pattern, sculptured details, or inlaid ornaments. This publication includes the
text and a translation of Kindi's treatise, and a detailed commentary on the work. The volume also includes a
translation of Friedrich Schwarzlose's work on swords, which is based on the hundreds of references to
swords in early Arabic poetry. Written in German, this extraordinary compendium of information was first
published some 120 years ago; this volume makes it available again, and for the first time in English.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Hopkins:

The book Medieval Islamic swords and swordmaking (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic Studies) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Medieval Islamic swords and swordmaking (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic Studies)? A few of you have
a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Medieval Islamic swords and
swordmaking (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic Studies) has simple shape however you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Flora Gordon:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Medieval Islamic swords and swordmaking (Gibb
Memorial Trust Arabic Studies) as the daily resource information.

Lois Wiggins:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be Medieval Islamic swords and swordmaking (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic
Studies) why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Tammy Dorris:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like
Medieval Islamic swords and swordmaking (Gibb Memorial Trust Arabic Studies) which is keeping the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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