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Before modern binoculars and cameras made it possible to observe birds closely in the wild, many people
collected eggs as a way of learning about birds. Serious collectors called their avocation "oology" and kept
meticulous records for each set of eggs: the bird's name, the species reference number, the quantity of eggs in
the clutch, the date and location where the eggs were collected, and the collector's name. These documented
egg collections, which typically date from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, now provide an
important baseline from which to measure changes in the numbers, distribution, and nesting patterns of many
species of birds.In Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs, Carrol L. Henderson uses the vast egg collection of
Ralph Handsaker, an Iowa farmer, as the starting point for a fascinating account of oology and its role in the
origins of modern birdwatching, scientific ornithology, and bird conservation in North America. Henderson
describes Handsaker's and other oologists' collecting activities, which included not only gathering bird eggs
in the wild but also trading and purchasing eggs from collectors around the world. Henderson then spotlights
sixty of the nearly five hundred bird species represented in the Handsaker collection, using them to tell the
story of how birds such as the Snowy Egret, Greater Prairie Chicken, Atlantic Puffin, and Wood Duck have
fared over the past hundred years or so since their eggs were gathered. Photos of the eggs and historical
drawings and photos of the birds illustrate each species account. Henderson also links these bird histories to
major milestones in bird conservation and bird protection laws in North America from 1875 to the present.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Holden:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs:
Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology) will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Karen Martinez:

This Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold
Series in Ornithology) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Oology and Ralph's
Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology)
without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
always be worry Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred
Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology) can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Oology and
Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in
Ornithology) having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Catherine Almond:

Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in
Ornithology) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes
Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Nancy Landry:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird
Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology) to make your own reading



is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book Oology
and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in
Ornithology) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of these time.
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