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Challenging notions of race and sexuality presumed to have originated and flourished in the slave South,
Diane Miller Sommerville traces the evolution of white southerners' fears of black rape by examining actual
cases of black-on-white rape throughout the nineteenth century.

Sommerville demonstrates that despite draconian statutes, accused black rapists frequently avoided
execution or castration, largely due to intervention by members of the white community. This leniency belies
claims that antebellum white southerners were overcome with anxiety about black rape. In fact, Sommerville
argues, there was great fluidity across racial and sexual lines as well as a greater tolerance among whites for
intimacy between black males and white females. According to Sommerville, pervasive misogyny fused with
class prejudices to shape white responses to accusations of black rape even during the Civil War and
Reconstruction periods, a testament to the staying power of ideas about poor women's innate depravity.

Based predominantly on court records and supporting legal documentation, Sommerville's examination
forces a reassessment of long-held assumptions about the South and race relations as she remaps the social
and racial terrain on which southerners--black and white, rich and poor--related to one another over the long
nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Spencer:

This book untitled Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Jonathan McLean:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Louie Laforge:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-
Century South is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Ollie Brooks:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Rape and Race in the
Nineteenth-Century South has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the
best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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