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For nearly a century, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been famous for tracking and apprehending
gangsters, kidnappers, spies, and, much more recently, international terrorists. The agency itself has done
much to promote its successes, helping to embellish its legendary aura. Athan Theoharis, however, contends
that a closer look at the historical record reveals a much less idealized and much more disturbing vision of
the FBI.

Created in 1908 with a staff of three dozen, the FBI has grown to more than 27,000 agents and support
personnel, while its role has shifted dramatically from law enforcement to intelligence operations. Theoharis,
America's leading authority on the FBI, assesses the consequences of this shift for democratic politics,
showing how the agency's obsession with absolute secrecy has undermined both civil liberties and agency
accountability.

As Theoharis reveals, FBI history has been marked by operational failures, overrated abilities, and the
frequent use of highly suspect means wiretaps, buggings, break-ins that challenge the Constitution's
guarantee against illegal searches. The agency has also gathered and disseminated derogatory (and often
untrue) information in an effort to discredit citizens whose views are seen as "dangerous." Most disturbing, it
has drifted toward equating political dissent with genuine subversion, an approach with potentially grave
consequences for free and open public discourse.

Theoharis also shows that the FBI's vaunted spy-catching prowess has been vastly overrated, from the early
days of the "Communist conspiracy" to the more recent Wen Ho Lee and Robert Hanssen fiascos. And he
criticizes Hoover's longstanding refusal to admit that organized crime actually existed, perhaps due to his
preoccupation with the sex lives of public figures like JFK, Martin Luther King, and Rock Hudson, whose
amorous escapades he recorded in his "Do Not File" files. More recently, the notorious incidents at Ruby
Ridge, Waco, and Oklahoma City, as well as the 9/11 attacks, have further eroded public confidence in the
FBI and tarnished its reputation.

Throughout, Theoharis raises serious questions about the extralegal nature of the FBI's activities and its
troubling implications for the rule of law in America.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Steele:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The FBI and American Democracy: A Brief Critical History.

Frances Smith:

Precisely why? Because this The FBI and American Democracy: A Brief Critical History is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

William Rocha:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The FBI and American Democracy: A Brief
Critical History that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you are able to pick The FBI and American Democracy: A Brief Critical History become
your starter.

Denita Lumley:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be learn.
The FBI and American Democracy: A Brief Critical History can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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