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In science, sometimes it is best to keep things simple. Initially discrediting the discovery of neurons in
jellyfish, mid-nineteenth-century scientists grouped jellyfish, comb-jellies, hydra, and sea anemones together
under one term - "coelenterates" - and deemed these animals too similar to plants to warrant a nervous
system. In Dawn of the Neuron, Michel Anctil shows how Darwin's theory of evolution completely
eradicated this idea and cleared the way for the modern study of the neuron.

Once zoologists accepted the notion that varying levels of animal complexity could evolve, they began to use
simple-structured creatures such as coelenterates and sponges to understand the building blocks of more
complicated nervous systems. Dawn of the Neuron provides fascinating insights into the labours and lives of
scientists who studied coelenterate nervous systems over several generations, and who approached the
puzzling origin of the first nerve cells through the process outlined in evolutionary theory. Anctil also reveals
how these scientists, who were willing to embrace improved and paradigm-changing scientific methods, still
revealed their cultural backgrounds, their societal biases, and their attachments to schools of thought and
academic traditions while presenting their ground-breaking work. Their attitudes toward the neuron doctrine
- where neurons are individual, self-contained cells - proved decisive in the exploration of how neurons first
emerged.

Featuring photographs and historical sketches to illustrate this quest for knowledge, Dawn of the Neuron is a
remarkably in-depth exploration of the link between Darwin's theory of evolution and pioneering studies and
understandings of the first evolved nervous systems
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From reader reviews:

Eric Fincher:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Dawn of the Neuron: The Early Struggles to
Trace the Origin of Nervous Systems can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

David Nester:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Dawn of the Neuron: The Early Struggles to
Trace the Origin of Nervous Systems, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Roberto Garcia:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Dawn of
the Neuron: The Early Struggles to Trace the Origin of Nervous Systems will give you a new experience in
reading a book.

Mary Jones:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Dawn of the Neuron: The Early Struggles to Trace the Origin of Nervous
Systems was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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