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Musician, political critic, and hedonist, international superstar Fela Anikulapo-Kuti created a sensation
throughout his career. In his own country of Nigeria, he was simultaneously adulated and |oathed, often by
the same people at the same time. His outspoken political views and advocacy of marijuana smoking and
sexual promiscuity offended many, even as his musical brilliance enthralled them. In his creation of afrobeat,
he melded African traditions with African-American and Afro-Caribbean influences to revol utionize world
music. Although harassed, beaten, and jailed by Nigerian authorities, he continued his outspoken and
derisive criticism of political corruption at home and economic exploitation from abroad. A volatile mixture
of personal characteristics charisma, musical talent, maverick lifestyle, populist ideology, and persistencein
the face of persecution made him alegend throughout Africa and the world. Celebrated during the 1970's as
amusical innovator and spokesman for the continent's oppressed masses, he enjoyed worldwide celebrity
during the 1980's and was recognized in the 1990's as a major pioneer and elder statesman of African music.
By thetime of his death in 1997 from AIDS-related complications, Fela had become something of a Nigerian
ingtitution. In Africa, the idea of transnational aliance, once thought to be outmoded, has gained new
currency. In African-America, during aperiod of increasing social conservatism and ethnic polarization,
Africahas re-emerged as a symbol of cultural affirmation. At such ahistorical moment, Fela's music offersa
perspective on race, class, and nation on both sides of the Atlantic. As Professor Veal demonstrates, over
three decades Fela synthesized a unique musical language while also clearing if only temporarily a space for
popular political dissent and atype of counter-cultural expression rarely seen in West Africa. In the midst of
political turmoil in Africa, aswell as renewal of pro-African cultural nationalism throughout the diaspora,
Felas political music functions as a post-colonia art form that uses cross-cultural exchange to voice aunigue
and powerful African essentialism. Author note: Michael E. Veal is Assistant Professor of Ethnomusicology
a Yae University.

In addition to being thoroughly grounded in the literature on Nigeria, African music, and the world music
scene, he played as a guest saxophonist with Felaand his band Egypt 80, and has conducted interviews with
Fela himself, and with his colleagues and other Nigerian musicians.
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From reader reviews:
Debbie Jones:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Fela: Life And Times Of An
African will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It isfar from make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Lynnette Cash:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Fela: Life And Times Of An
African that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for al
of you who wants to always be success person. So , for al of you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you could pick Fela: Life And Times Of An African become your current starter.

Glenna M onaghan:

Isit an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Fela: Life And Times Of An
African can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Elizabeth Roger s

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading aguide. They are directly felt that when they get
ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Fela: Life And Times Of An African to make
your reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading talent is devel oping when you such as
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and
looking at especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to available abook and examine it. Beside
that the publication Fela: Life And Times Of An African can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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