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Outcomes of legislative elections are typically reported in terms of party support: how many votes and seats
were obtained by each party? But in fact voters are faced with three choices which must be folded into one.
They must decide which party they prefer, but in so doing they must take account of the policies advocated
by these parties and the leaders who will eventually have to enact them.

This simple fact raises question about the relative weight of these considerations, and espeically the
importance granted to the leaders. This issue has been largely neglected in the vast literature on voting
behaviour.The dominant traditions in the study of voting behaviour focus on political parties and party
identification; and on political issues and ideology, respectively.

This volume uses election surveys over the past 50 years to systematically assesses the impact of political
leaders on voting decisions in nine democracies (Australia, Britain, Canada, Germany, the Netherlands,
Norway, Spain, Sweden, and the United States). It analyses issues such as the changes in political
communication (particularly the rise of televized politics), and the relative importance accorded to political
leaders in different types of political systems. It demonstrates how electoral systems and other political
institutions have a discernible effect on the importance voters accord to actual political leaders. Contrary to
popular wisdom, Political Leaders and Democratic Elections shows how unimportant the characteristics of
political leaders, parties, and indeed the voters themselves actually are on voting patterns. The volume shows
that voters tend to let themselves be guided by the leaders they like rather than being pushed away from
those they dislike.

Comparative Politics is a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political science that deals with
contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are characterised by a stress on
comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series is published in association with the
European Consortium for Political Research. For more information visit: www.ecprnet.eu. The Comparative
Politics series is edited by Professor David M. Farrell, School of Politics and International Relations,
University College Dublin, Kenneth Carty, Professor of Political Science, University of British Columbia,
and Professor Dirk Berg-Schlosser, Institute of Political Science, Philipps University, Marburg.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

With other case, little people like to read book Political Leaders and Democratic Elections (Comparative
Politics). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book Political Leaders and Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics). You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Leslie Martin:

The book Political Leaders and Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics) make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Political Leaders and Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics) to get your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like open and read a reserve Political Leaders and Democratic Elections
(Comparative Politics). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Pam Boyd:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Political Leaders and Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get before. The Political Leaders and Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics) giving you a
different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better
life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going
to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Pearl Moore:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled
update of news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?



Or just searching for the Political Leaders and Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics) when you
necessary it?
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