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Rain is elemental, mysterious, precious, destructive.
  
It is the subject of countless poems and paintings; the top of the weather report; the source of the world's
water. Yet this is the first book to tell the story of rain.

Cynthia Barnett's Rain begins four billion years ago with the torrents that filled the oceans, and builds to the
storms of climate change. It weaves together science—the true shape of a raindrop, the mysteries of frog and
fish rains—with the human story of our ambition to control rain, from ancient rain dances to the 2,203 miles
of levees that attempt to straitjacket the Mississippi River. It offers a glimpse of our "founding forecaster,"
Thomas Jefferson, who measured every drizzle long before modern meteorology. Two centuries later, rainy
skies would help inspire Morrissey’s mopes and Kurt Cobain’s grunge. Rain is also a travelogue, taking
readers to Scotland to tell the surprising story of the mackintosh raincoat, and to India, where villagers
extract the scent of rain from the monsoon-drenched earth and turn it into perfume.

Now, after thousands of years spent praying for rain or worshiping it; burning witches at the stake to stop
rain or sacrificing small children to bring it; mocking rain with irrigated agriculture and cities built in
floodplains; even trying to blast rain out of the sky with mortars meant for war, humanity has finally
managed to change the rain. Only not in ways we intended. As climate change upends rainfall patterns and
unleashes increasingly severe storms and drought, Barnett shows rain to be a unifying force in a fractured
world. Too much and not nearly enough, rain is a conversation we share, and this is a book for everyone who
has ever experienced it.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Rain:
A Natural and Cultural History? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Clarence Nelson:

This Rain: A Natural and Cultural History book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Rain: A Natural
and Cultural History without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Rain: A Natural and Cultural History can bring if you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Rain: A Natural and Cultural History having good arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Randall Barbee:

This Rain: A Natural and Cultural History are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Rain: A Natural and Cultural History can be one of many great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with
information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Rain: A Natural and
Cultural History forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Ruth Vigue:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Rain: A
Natural and Cultural History.
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