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Miriam Peskowitz offers a dramatic revision to our understanding of early rabbinic Judaism. Using a wide
range of sources—archaeology, legal texts, grave goods, technology, art, and writings in Hebrew, Aramaic,
Greek, and Latin—she challenges traditional assumptions regarding Judaism's historical development.

Following the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple by Roman armies in 70 C.E., new incarnations of
Judaism emerged. Of these, rabbinic Judaism was the most successful, becoming the classical form of the
religion. Through ancient stories involving Jewish spinners and weavers, Peskowitz re-examines this critical
moment in Jewish history and presents a feminist interpretation in which gender takes center stage. She
shows how notions of female and male were developed by the rabbis of Roman Palestine and why the
distinctions were so important in the formation of their religious and legal tradition.

Rabbinic attention to women, men, sexuality, and gender took place within the "ordinary tedium of everyday
life, in acts that were both familiar and mundane." While spinners and weavers performed what seemed like
ordinary tasks, their craft was in fact symbolic of larger gender and sexual issues, which Peskowitz deftly
explicates. Her study of ancient spinning and her abundant source material will set new standards in the
fields of gender studies, Jewish studies, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Harrington:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Spinning
Fantasies: Rabbis, Gender, and History (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and
Society)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
different opinion?

Shawn Midkiff:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Spinning Fantasies: Rabbis, Gender, and History
(Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) had been making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
book Spinning Fantasies: Rabbis, Gender, and History (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature,
Culture, and Society) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship using the book Spinning Fantasies: Rabbis, Gender, and History (Contraversions: Critical
Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Mary Perez:

The book untitled Spinning Fantasies: Rabbis, Gender, and History (Contraversions: Critical Studies in
Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with
easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of
literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site
in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Marcie Johnson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Spinning Fantasies: Rabbis, Gender,
and History (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) can give you a lot of
pals because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer



you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Spinning Fantasies: Rabbis, Gender, and History (Contraversions:
Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society).
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