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On June 27, 1844, a mob stormed the jail in the dusty frontier town of Carthage, Illinois. Clamorous and
angry, they were hunting down a man they saw as a grave threat to their otherwise quiet lives: the founding
prophet of Mormonism, Joseph Smith. They wanted blood.

At thirty-nine years old, Smith had already lived an outsized life. In addition to starting his own religion and
creating his own “Golden Bible”—the Book of Mormon—he had worked as a water-dowser and treasure
hunter. He’d led his people to Ohio, then Missouri, then Illinois, where he founded a city larger than
fledgling Chicago. He was running for president. And, secretly, he had married more than thirty women.

In American Crucifixion, Alex Beam tells how Smith went from charismatic leader to public enemy: How
his most seismic revelation—the doctrine of polygamy—created a rift among his people; how that schism
turned to violence; and how, ultimately, Smith could not escape the consequences of his ambition and pride.

Mormonism is America’s largest and most enduring native religion, and the “martyrdom” of Joseph Smith is
one of its transformational events. Smith’s brutal assassination propelled the Mormons to colonize the
American West and claim their place in the mainstream of American history. American Crucifixion is a
gripping story of scandal and violence, with deep roots in our national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Mazzarella:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book American Crucifixion: The Murder of
Joseph Smith and the Fate of the Mormon Church seemed to be making you to know about other know-how
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book American Crucifixion:
The Murder of Joseph Smith and the Fate of the Mormon Church is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book American Crucifixion: The Murder of Joseph
Smith and the Fate of the Mormon Church. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Eddie Patten:

The publication untitled American Crucifixion: The Murder of Joseph Smith and the Fate of the Mormon
Church is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will
be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of American Crucifixion: The Murder of Joseph Smith and
the Fate of the Mormon Church from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Donald Fujita:

The book untitled American Crucifixion: The Murder of Joseph Smith and the Fate of the Mormon Church
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

George Hyler:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This American Crucifixion: The Murder of
Joseph Smith and the Fate of the Mormon Church is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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