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The Enlightenment shaped modernity. Western values of representative democracy and basic human rights,
gender and racial equality, individual liberty, and freedom of expression and the press, form an interlocking
system that derives directly from the Enlightenment's philosophical revolution. This fact is uncontested - yet
remarkably few historians or philosophers have attempted to trace the process of ideas from the political and
social turmoil of the late eighteenth
century to the present day. This is precisely what Jonathan Israel now does.

He demonstrates that the Enlightenment was an essentially revolutionary process, driven by philosophical
debate. From 1789, its impetus came from a small group of philosophe-revolutionnaires, men such as
Mirabeau, Sieyes, Condorcet, Volney, Roederer, and Brissot. Not aligned to any of the social groups who
took the lead in the French National assembly, the Paris commune, or the editing of the Parisian
revolutionary journals, they nonetheless forged 'la philosophie moderne' —
in effect Radical Enlightenment ideas — into a world-transforming ideology that had a lasting impact in
Latin America and eastern Europe as well as France, Italy, Germany, and the Low Countries.

Whilst all French revolutionary journals clearly stated that la philosophie moderne was the main cause of the
French Revolution, the main stream of historical thought has failed to grasp what this implies. Israel sets the
record straight, demonstrating the true nature of the engine that drove the Revolution, and the intimate links
between the radical wing of the Enlightenment and the anti-Robespierriste 'Revolution of reason'.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Martinez:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Democratic Enlightenment:
Philosophy, Revolution, and Human Rights 1750-1790. All type of book would you see on many sources.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

James Thrasher:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Democratic Enlightenment:
Philosophy, Revolution, and Human Rights 1750-1790 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Beatrice Kennemer:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top record in your
reading list is Democratic Enlightenment: Philosophy, Revolution, and Human Rights 1750-1790. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Arnold Allison:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Democratic Enlightenment: Philosophy, Revolution, and Human Rights 1750-1790 when you
necessary it?
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