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Gender was a fluid potential, not a fixed category, before the Spaniards came to Mesoamerica. Childhood
training and ritual shaped, but did not set, adult gender, which could encompass third genders and alternative
sexualities as well as "male" and "female." At the height of the Classic period, Maya rulers presented
themselves as embodying the entire range of gender possibilities, from male through female, by wearing
blended costumes and playing male and female roles in state ceremonies.

This landmark book offers the first comprehensive description and analysis of gender and power relations in
prehispanic Mesoamerica from the Formative Period Olmec world (ca. 1500-500 BC) through the
Postclassic Maya and Aztec societies of the sixteenth century AD. Using approaches from contemporary
gender theory, Rosemary Joyce explores how Mesoamericans created human images to represent idealized
notions of what it meant to be male and female and to depict proper gender roles. She then juxtaposes these
images with archaeological evidence from burials, house sites, and body ornaments, which reveals that real
gender roles were more fluid and variable than the stereotyped images suggest.
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From reader reviews:

David Lacey:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Gender and Power in Prehispanic Mesoamerica. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a
book Gender and Power in Prehispanic Mesoamerica. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Fabiola Stewart:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book
you have read will be Gender and Power in Prehispanic Mesoamerica.

Fanny Rutledge:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Gender and Power in Prehispanic Mesoamerica
book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still question Gender and Power in Prehispanic Mesoamerica as good
book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by
its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Arthur Mead:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Gender and Power in Prehispanic
Mesoamerica to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and go through it. Beside that the guide Gender and Power in Prehispanic Mesoamerica can to be your
new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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