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FRIEDRICH HÖLDERLIN: HÖLDERLIN’S SONGS OF LIGHT: SELECTED POEMS Translated by
Michael Hamburger and edited by Jeremy Mark Robinson The German Romantic poet Friedrich Hölderlin
(1770-1843) is one of the very greatest poets - of any era. Hölderlin's poetry is airy, radiant and incredibly
lyrical. This selection features many of his best odes, poems and hymns, from the whole span of his career.
Michael Hamburger is a respected poet and critic. He has translated Rilke, Celan and Goethe, among others,
as well the whole of Hölderlin's poetry. Hamburger's awards include The Schlegel-Tieck Prize, the Goethe
Medal and the European Translation Prize. 'Few can have done more to enhance (and in many cases create)
the appreciation of German poetry among an Anglophone audience' (Times Literary Supplement) ?  Includes
the German text and English translations. Illustrated. With introduction and bibliography. The book has been
revised. European Writers Series.  Notes & bibliography & illustrations. www.crmoon.com Friedrich
Hölderlin was born Johann Friedrich Hölderlin on March 20, 1770 in Lauffen, a Swabian town on the River
Neckar. He spent much of his later years, following a mental breakdown, in a house in Tubingen, until his
death in 1843. For Ronald Peacock, Hölderlin was the poet of 'radiant purity', 'the one whose name can be
uttered only in the tone of veneration'. The chief love in Friedrich Hölderlin's life was Susette Borkenstein
Gontard (1769-1802), the 'beautiful, cultured and noble' wife of a Frankfurt banker, J.F. Gontard. Hölderlin
taught Gontard's children. He idealized Susette Gontard: she became his Muse, the Diotima in his poetry.
'Schones Leben! du lebst, wie die zarten Bluthen im Winter', Hölderlin wrote in 'To Diotima'. Just as Novalis
worshipped his beloved Sophie as an embodiment of Sophia (Wisdom), a Goddess of transcendent
philosophy, so Hölderlin apostrophized Susette Gontard as Diotima in poems such as 'Diotima', 'To Diotima',
'To Her Genius' and 'Menon's Lament for Diotima'. Diotima was the hero's beloved in Hölderlin's novel
Hyperion. Many poems are addressed to Diotima, and she is the subject of many pieces. It was with his
relationship with Susette Gontard that Hölderlin's poetry began to develop rapidly, achieving a depth and
lyricism far beyond the early poems. Susette, as Diotima, was crucial in this poetic development.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Macdonald:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Hölderlin's Songs of Light: Selected Poems (European Writers) as your
daily resource information.

Robert Burke:

Typically the book Hölderlin's Songs of Light: Selected Poems (European Writers) will bring someone to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try
to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Hölderlin's Songs of Light: Selected Poems
(European Writers) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Marvis Byrnes:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
Hölderlin's Songs of Light: Selected Poems (European Writers) provide you with a new experience in
reading through a book.

Michael Wheeler:

Beside this kind of Hölderlin's Songs of Light: Selected Poems (European Writers) in your phone, it might
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Hölderlin's Songs of Light: Selected Poems (European Writers)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find
this book along with read it from currently!
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