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States are more likely to engage in risky and destabilizing actions such as military buildups and preemptive
strikes if they believe their adversaries pose a tangible threat. Yet despite the crucial importance of this issue,
we don't know enough about how states and their leaders draw inferences about their adversaries' long-term
intentions. Knowing the Adversary draws on a wealth of historical archival evidence to shed new light on
how world leaders and intelligence organizations actually make these assessments.

Keren Yarhi-Milo examines three cases: Britain's assessments of Nazi Germany's intentions in the 1930s,
America's assessments of the Soviet Union's intentions during the Carter administration, and the Reagan
administration's assessments of Soviet intentions near the end of the Cold War. She advances a new
theoretical framework—called selective attention—that emphasizes organizational dynamics, personal
diplomatic interactions, and cognitive and affective factors. Yarhi-Milo finds that decision makers don't pay
as much attention to those aspects of state behavior that major theories of international politics claim they do.
Instead, they tend to determine the intentions of adversaries on the basis of preexisting beliefs, theories, and
personal impressions. Yarhi-Milo also shows how intelligence organizations rely on very different indicators
than decision makers, focusing more on changes in the military capabilities of adversaries.

Knowing the Adversary provides a clearer picture of the historical validity of existing theories, and broadens
our understanding of the important role that diplomacy plays in international security.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Keller:

The book Knowing the Adversary: Leaders, Intelligence, and Assessment of Intentions in International
Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book Knowing the Adversary: Leaders, Intelligence, and Assessment of Intentions in International Relations
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) to get your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like available and read a guide Knowing the Adversary: Leaders, Intelligence,
and Assessment of Intentions in International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and
Politics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Betty Walsh:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question due to
the fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Knowing the Adversary: Leaders,
Intelligence, and Assessment of Intentions in International Relations (Princeton Studies in International
History and Politics) to read.

Belinda Kirwin:

This Knowing the Adversary: Leaders, Intelligence, and Assessment of Intentions in International Relations
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Knowing the Adversary: Leaders, Intelligence, and Assessment of Intentions in
International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) without we recognize teach
the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Knowing the
Adversary: Leaders, Intelligence, and Assessment of Intentions in International Relations (Princeton Studies
in International History and Politics) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Knowing the
Adversary: Leaders, Intelligence, and Assessment of Intentions in International Relations (Princeton Studies
in International History and Politics) having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.



Elizabeth Acker:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Knowing the Adversary: Leaders, Intelligence, and Assessment of
Intentions in International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) can make you
experience more interested to read.
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