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Western scholars and educators are generally far less familiar with the samurai in his original - and,
ostensibly, primary - role as warrior and master of arms than in his other functions as landowner, feudal lord,
literateur, or philosopher. Yet any attempt to comprehend fully the samurai without considering his military
abilities and training (bugei) is futile. Karl Friday combines the results of nearly two decades of fieldwork
and archival research to examine samurai martial culture from a broad perspective: as a historical
phenomenon, as a worldview, and as a system of physical, spiritual, and moral education. Legacies of the
Sword is the first attempt by a Westerner scholar trained both in bugei and in Japanese studies and historical
methodology to discuss this major and compelling component of Japanese culture. It presents a case study of
the Kashima-Shinryu, one of the oldest of the extant samurai training organizations, and was written in close
collaboration with its current headmaster, Seki Humitake. The volume illuminates the extraordinary
complexity of the bugei and the manner in which various physical, technical, psychological, and
philosophical factors merge to produce a coherent art that guides the lives of those who practice it.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Chandler:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Legacies of the Sword: The Kashima-Shinryu and Samurai Martial Culture your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Legacies of the Sword: The Kashima-Shinryu and
Samurai Martial Culture giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Michael Burnette:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be
go through. Legacies of the Sword: The Kashima-Shinryu and Samurai Martial Culture can be your answer
because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Joseph Moody:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Legacies of the Sword: The Kashima-
Shinryu and Samurai Martial Culture is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Caitlin Cruz:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book Legacies of the Sword: The Kashima-Shinryu and Samurai Martial Culture
was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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