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“Presto! No More Pests!” proclaimed a 1955 article introducing two new pesticides, "miracle-workers for the
housewife and back-yard farmer." Easy to use, effective, and safe: who wouldn’t love synthetic pesticides?
Apparently most Americans did—and apparently still do. Why—in the face of dire warnings, rising expense,
and declining effectiveness—do we cling to our chemicals? Michelle Mart wondered. Her book, a cultural
history of pesticide use in postwar America, offers an answer.

America's embrace of synthetic pesticides began when they burst on the scene during World War II and has
held steady into the 21st century—for example, more than 90% of soybeans grown in the US in 2008 are
Roundup Ready GMOs, dependent upon generous use of the herbicide glyphosate to control weeds. Mart
investigates the attraction of pesticides, with their up-to-the-minute promise of modernity, sophisticated
technology, and increased productivity—in short, their appeal to human dreams of controlling nature. She
also considers how they reinforced Cold War assumptions of Western economic and material superiority.

Though the publication of Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring and the rise of environmentalism might have
marked a turning point in Americans’ faith in pesticides, statistics tell a different story. Pesticides, a Love
Story recounts the campaign against DDT that famously ensued; but the book also shows where our notions
of Silent Spring’s revolutionary impact falter—where, in spite of a ban on DDT, farm use of pesticides in the
United States more than doubled in the thirty years after the book was published. As a cultural survey of
popular and political attitudes toward pesticides, Pesticides, a Love Story tries to make sense of this seeming
paradox. At heart, it is an exploration of the story we tell ourselves about the costs and benefits of
pesticides—and how corporations, government officials, ordinary citizens, and the press shape that story to
reflect our ideals, interests, and emotions.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Hughes:

This book untitled Pesticides, A Love Story: America's Enduring Embrace of Dangerous Chemicals
(Cultureamerica) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from
your list.

James Rogers:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Pesticides, A
Love Story: America's Enduring Embrace of Dangerous Chemicals (Cultureamerica).

James Pickett:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
several books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Pesticides, A Love Story: America's Enduring
Embrace of Dangerous Chemicals (Cultureamerica). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get
many advantages.

Mark Adair:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just trying to find the Pesticides, A Love Story: America's Enduring Embrace of Dangerous
Chemicals (Cultureamerica) when you required it?
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