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The phrase “Harlem in the 1920s” evokes images of the Harlem Renaissance, or of Marcus Garvey and
soapbox orators haranguing crowds about politics and race. Yet the most ubiquitous feature of Harlem life
between the world wars was the game of “numbers.” Thousands of wagers, usually of a dime or less, would
be placed on a daily number derived from U.S. bank statistics. The rewards of “hitting the number,” a 600-
to-1 payoff, tempted the ordinary men and women of the Black Metropolis with the chimera of the good life.
Playing the Numbers tells the story of this illegal form of gambling and the central role it played in the lives
of African Americans who flooded into Harlem in the wake of World War I.
For a dozen years the “numbers game” was one of America’s rare black-owned businesses, turning over tens
of millions of dollars every year. The most successful “bankers” were known as Black Kings and Queens,
and they lived royally. Yet the very success of “bankers” like Stephanie St. Clair and Casper Holstein
attracted Dutch Schultz, Lucky Luciano, and organized crime to the game. By the late 1930s, most of the
profits were being siphoned out of Harlem.
Playing the Numbers reveals a unique dimension of African American culture that made not only Harlem but
New York City itself the vibrant and energizing metropolis it was. An interactive website allows readers to
locate actors and events on Harlem’s streets.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Clayton:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important normally. The book Playing the Numbers: Gambling in Harlem
between the Wars seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Playing the Numbers: Gambling in Harlem
between the Wars is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
together with the book Playing the Numbers: Gambling in Harlem between the Wars. You never truly feel
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Rita Dubois:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Playing the Numbers: Gambling in Harlem between the Wars book is
readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer involving Playing the Numbers: Gambling in Harlem between the Wars content conveys
the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but
it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Playing the Numbers: Gambling in Harlem between
the Wars is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Carolyn Baird:

This Playing the Numbers: Gambling in Harlem between the Wars is brand new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Playing the
Numbers: Gambling in Harlem between the Wars can be the light food for you because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read
this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Martin Thomas:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as
of book Playing the Numbers: Gambling in Harlem between the Wars. You'll be able to your knowledge by
it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to



read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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