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Camille Saint-Saens is a memorable figure not only for his successes as a composer of choral and orchestral
works, and the eternally popular opera Samson et Dalila, but also because he was a keen observer of the
musical culture in which he lived. A composer of vast intelligence and erudition, Saint-Saens was at the
same time one of the foremost writers on music in his day. From Wagner, Liszt and Debussy to Milhaud and
Stravinsky, Saint-Saens was at the center of the elite musical and cultural fin de siecle and early 20th
Century world. He championed Schumann and Wagner in France at a period when these composers were
regarded as dangerous subversives whose music should be kept well away from the impressionable student.
Yet Saint-Saens himself had no aspirations to being a revolutionary, and his appreciation of Wagner the
composer was tempered by his reservations over Wagner the philosopher and dramatist, suspicious as he was
of what he called the Germanic preoccupation with going beyond reality. Whether defending Meyerbeer
against charges of facility or Berlioz against those who questioned his harmonic grasp, Saint-Saens was
always his own man: in both cases, he claimed, it was not the absence of faults but the presence of virtues
that distinguishes the good composer. Saint-Saenss writings provide a well-argued counter-discourse to the
strong modernist music critics who rallied around Debussy and Ravel during the fin de siecle. And above all,
they demonstrate a brilliantly sharp and active brain, expressing itself through prose of a Classical purity and
balance, enlivened throughout with flashes of wit and, at times, of sheer malice. In this generously annotated
volume, renowned scholar, seasoned translator and radio broadcaster Roger Nichols brings some of the
composers most striking and evocative writings brilliantly to life in English translation, many for the first
time. Nichols has carefully chosen these selections for their intrinsic interest as historical documents to
create a well-balanced and engaging view of the man, the music, and the age.
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From reader reviews:

Alyssa Lewis:

The particular book Saint-Saens: On Music and Musicians will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn,
this book very acceptable to you. The book Saint-Saens: On Music and Musicians is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Beverly Hummell:

The reason why? Because this Saint-Saens: On Music and Musicians is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Allen Schlemmer:

Saint-Saens: On Music and Musicians can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Saint-Saens: On Music and
Musicians nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of
crucial imagining.

Nikki Kirkland:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year ended up being exactly added. This reserve Saint-Saens: On Music and Musicians was filled
about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you
can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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