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Our species long lived on the edge of starvation. Now we produce enough food for all 7 billion of us to eat
nearly 3,000 calories every day. This is such an astonishing thing in the history of life as to verge on the
miraculous. The Big Ratchet is the story of how it happened, of the ratchets—the technologies and
innovations, big and small—that propelled our species from hunters and gatherers on the savannahs of Africa
to shoppers in the aisles of the supermarket.

The Big Ratchet itself came in the twentieth century, when a range of technologies—from fossil fuels to
scientific plant breeding to nitrogen fertilizers—combined to nearly quadruple our population in a century,
and to grow our food supply even faster. To some, these technologies are a sign of our greatness; to others,
of our hubris. MacArthur fellow and Columbia University professor Ruth DeFries argues that the debate is
the wrong one to have. Limits do exist, but every limit that has confronted us, we have surpassed. That cycle
of crisis and growth is the story of our history; indeed, it is the essence of The Big Ratchet. Understanding it
will reveal not just how we reached this point in our history, but how we might survive it.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Thomas:

This book untitled The Big Ratchet: How Humanity Thrives in the Face of Natural Crisis to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Carol Witt:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Big Ratchet: How Humanity Thrives in the
Face of Natural Crisis, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

James Matter:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Big Ratchet: How Humanity Thrives in
the Face of Natural Crisis can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?

Andrea Winburn:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in
the top list in your reading list will be The Big Ratchet: How Humanity Thrives in the Face of Natural Crisis.
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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