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Sitting on the beach on a sunny summer day, we enjoy the steady advance and retreat of the waves. In the
water, enthusiastic waders jump and shriek with pleasure when a wave hits them. But where do these waves
come from? How are they formed and why do they break on the shore? In Waves, Fredric Raichlen traces the
evolution of waves, from their generation in the deep ocean to their effects on the coast. He explains, in a
way that is readily understandable to nonscientists, both the science of waves themselves and the technology
that can be used to protect us against their more extreme forms, including hurricanes and tsunamis. After
offering a basic definition of waves and explaining the mechanics of wind-wave generation, Raichlen
describes how waves travel, how they shoal (rise), how they break, and how they transform in other ways.
He goes on to describe, among other things, the complicated sun-Earth-moon combinations that create
astronomical tides (the high and low tides that occur daily and predictably); the effects of waves on the
beach, including rip currents and beach erosion, and on harbors and shipping; and the building of
breakwaters to protect harbors and bays. He discusses hurricanes, storm surges, and hurricane-generated
waves. He offers a brief history of tsunamis, including Sumatra's in 2004 and Japan's in 2011, and explains
the mechanisms that generate them (including earthquakes, landslides, and volcanoes). Waves can be little
ripples that lap peacefully at the shore or monstrous tsunamis that destroy everything in their paths.
Describing the science underlying this astonishing variety, Waves offers a different kind of beach reading.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Sherrer:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Waves (The MIT
Press Essential Knowledge series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have other opinion?

Justin Price:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to
reading a publication. The book Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
possesses high quality.

Kerry Giles:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge
series), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Karen Nash:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge
series) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Waves (The MIT Press Essential
Knowledge series).
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