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Black Venus is a feminist study of the representations of black women in the literary, cultural, and scientific
imagination of nineteenth-century France. Employing psychoanalysis, feminist film theory, and the critical
race theory articulated in the works of Frantz Fanon and Toni Morrison, T. Denean Sharpley-Whiting argues
that black women historically invoked both desire and primal fear in French men. By inspiring repulsion,
attraction, and anxiety, they gave rise in the nineteenth-century French male imagination to the primitive
narrative of Black Venus.
The book opens with an exploration of scientific discourse on black females, using Sarah Bartmann, the so-
called Hottentot Venus, and natural scientist Georges Cuvier as points of departure. To further show how the
image of a savage was projected onto the bodies of black women, Sharpley-Whiting moves into popular
culture with an analysis of an 1814 vaudeville caricature of Bartmann, then shifts onto the terrain of
canonical French literature and colonial cinema, exploring the representation of black women by Baudelaire,
Balzac, Zola, Maupassant, and Loti. After venturing into twentieth-century film with an analysis of
Josephine Baker’s popular Princesse Tam Tam, the study concludes with a discussion of how black
Francophone women writers and activists countered stereotypical representations of black female bodies
during this period. A first-time translation of the vaudeville show The Hottentot Venus, or Hatred of
Frenchwomen supplements this critique of the French male gaze of the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries.
Both intellectually rigorous and culturally intriguing, this study will appeal to students and scholars in the
fields of nineteenth- and twentieth-century French literature, feminist and gender studies, black studies, and
cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Christy McCurry:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Black Venus:
Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French book as beginner and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Rick Fountain:

The reserve with title Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French
has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of
book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone,
so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Ronna Rutledge:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French
this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of
you.

Clara Radtke:

You can obtain this Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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