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Gleaming and perfect, gold has beguiled humankind for many millennia, attracting treasure hunters,
adorning the living and the dead, and symbolizing wealth, power, divinity, and eternity. This book offers a
lively, critical look at the cultural history of this most regal metal, examining its importance across many
cultures and time periods and the many places where it has been central, from religious ceremonies to
colonial expeditions to modern science.
           
Rebecca Zorach and Michael W. Phillips Jr. cast gold as a substance of paradoxes. Its softness at once makes
it useless for most building projects yet highly suited for the exploration of form and the
transmission—importantly—of images, such as the faces of rulers on currency. It has been the icon of
value—the surest bet in times of uncertain markets—yet also of valuelessness, something King Midas
learned the hard way. And, as Zorach and Phillips detail, it has been at the center of many clashes between
cultures all throughout history, the unfortunate catalyst of countless blood lusts. Ultimately, they show that
the questions posed by our relentless desire for gold are really questions about value itself. Lavishly
illustrated, this book offers a shimmering exploration of the mythology, economy, aesthetics, and perils at
the center of this simple—yet irresistible—substance. 
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Gold: Nature and Culture (Earth).

Ellen Weiss:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes. People
is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading ebooks.
It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read will be Gold: Nature
and Culture (Earth).

Douglas Quintanar:

Beside that Gold: Nature and Culture (Earth) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Gold:
Nature and Culture (Earth) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Patricia Howland:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Gold: Nature and Culture (Earth).
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