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10 billion years of history
1 obsessed man
Part memoir and part education (or lack thereof), The Know-It-All chronicles NPR contributor A.J. Jacobs's
hilarious, enlightening, and seemingly impossible quest to read the Encyclopaedia Britannica from A to Z.
To fill the ever-widening gaps in his Ivy League education, A.J. Jacobs sets for himself the daunting task of
reading all thirty-two volumes of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. His wife, Julie, tells him it's a waste of time,
his friends believe he is losing his mind, and his father, a brilliant attorney who had once attempted the same
feat and quit somewhere around Borneo, is encouraging but, shall we say, unconvinced.
With self-deprecating wit and a disarming frankness, The Know-It-All recounts the unexpected and comically
disruptive effects Operation Encyclopedia has on every part of Jacobs's life -- from his newly minted
marriage to his complicated relationship with his father and the rest of his charmingly eccentric New York
family to his day job as an editor at Esquire. Jacobs's project tests the outer limits of his stamina and forces
him to explore the real meaning of intelligence as he endeavors to join Mensa, win a spot on Jeopardy!, and
absorb 33,000 pages of learning. On his journey he stumbles upon some of the strangest, funniest, and most
profound facts about every topic under the sun, all while battling fatigue, ridicule, and the paralyzing fear
that attends his first real-life responsibility -- the impending birth of his first child.
The Know-It-All is an ingenious, mightily entertaining memoir of one man's intellect, neuroses, and
obsessions and a soul-searching, ultimately touching struggle between the all-consuming quest for factual
knowledge and the undeniable gift of hard-won wisdom.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Suda:

This The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become the Smartest Person in the World book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble
Quest to Become the Smartest Person in the World without we recognize teach the one who examining it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Know-It-All: One Man's
Humble Quest to Become the Smartest Person in the World can bring when you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This
The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become the Smartest Person in the World having good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Juana Houck:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become the Smartest Person in the World, you are
able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a reserve.

Lynette Petree:

Beside this kind of The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become the Smartest Person in the World
in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to
Become the Smartest Person in the World because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Sandra Birk:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes



studying, not only science book and also novel and The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become
the Smartest Person in the World or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become the
Smartest Person in the World to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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