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The period of reform, revolution, and reaction that characterized seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe
also witnessed an intensified interest in lesbians. In scientific treatises and orientalist travelogues, in French
court gossip and Dutch court records, in passionate verse, in the rising novel, and in cross-dressed flirtations
on the English and Spanish stage, poets, playwrights, philosophers, and physicians were placing sapphic
relations before the public eye.            

 

In The Sexuality of History, Susan S. Lanser shows how intimacies between women became harbingers of
the modern, bringing the sapphic into the mainstream of some of the most significant events in Western
Europe. Ideas about female same-sex relations became a focal point for intellectual and cultural contests
between authority and liberty, power and difference, desire and duty, mobility and change, order and
governance. Lanser explores the ways in which a historically specific interest in lesbians intersected with,
and stimulated, systemic concerns that would seem to have little to do with sexuality. Departing from the
prevailing trend of queer reading whereby scholars ferret out hidden content in “closeted” texts, Lanser
situates overtly erotic representations within wider spheres of interest.  The Sexuality of History shows that
just as we can understand sexuality by studying the past, so too can we understand the past by studying
sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Feist:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Sexuality of History: Modernity and
the Sapphic, 1565-1830 book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Pamela Brock:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic,
1565-1830 why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Manuel Rodriguez:

You can spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Sexuality of History: Modernity
and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Dale Hollander:

You can find this The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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