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As the price of oil climbs toward $100 a barrel, our impending post-fossil fuel future appears to offer two
alternatives: a bleak existence defined by scarcity and sacrifice or one in which humanity places its faith in
technological solutions with unforeseen consequences. Are there other ways to imagine life in an era that
will be characterized by resource depletion?

 

The French intellectual Georges Bataille saw energy as the basis of all human activity—the essence of the
human—and he envisioned a society that, instead of renouncing profligate spending, would embrace a more
radical type of energy expenditure: la dépense, or “spending without return.” In Bataille’s Peak, Allan Stoekl
demonstrates how a close reading of Bataille—in the wake of Giordano Bruno and the Marquis de Sade—
can help us rethink not only energy and consumption, but also such related topics as the city, the body,
eroticism, and religion. Through these cases, Stoekl identifies the differences between waste, which Bataille
condemned, and expenditure, which he celebrated.

 

The challenge of living in the twenty-first century, Stoekl argues, will be to comprehend—without recourse
to austerity and self-denial—the inevitable and necessary shift from a civilization founded on waste to one
based on Bataillean expenditure.

 

Allan Stoekl is professor of French and comparative literature at Penn State University. He is the author of
Agonies of the Intellectual: Commitment, Subjectivity, and the Performative in the Twentieth-Century
French Tradition and translator of Bataille’s Visions of Excess: Selected Writings, 1927–1939 (Minnesota,
1985).
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From reader reviews:

Sandra McLean:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Bataille's Peak: Energy, Religion, and
Postsustainability is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Jose German:

The book untitled Bataille's Peak: Energy, Religion, and Postsustainability contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The
author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Richard Powe:

This Bataille's Peak: Energy, Religion, and Postsustainability is new way for you who has attention to look
for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Bataille's Peak: Energy, Religion,
and Postsustainability can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to
get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide
is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life and
knowledge.

Jason Nimmons:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Bataille's Peak: Energy, Religion, and Postsustainability when you desired it?
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