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The computer's metaphorical desktop, with its onscreen windows and hierarchy of folders, is the only digital
work environment most users and designers have ever known. Yet empirical studies show that the traditional
desktop design does not provide sufficient support for today's real-life tasks involving collaboration,
multitasking, multiple roles, and diverse technologies. In Beyond the Desktop Metaphor, leading researchers
and developers consider design approaches for a post-desktop future.The contributors analyze the limitations
of the desktop environment--including the built-in conflict between access and display, the difficulties in
managing several tasks simultaneously, and the need to coordinate the multiple technologies and information
objects (laptops, PDAs, files, URLs, email) that most people use daily--and propose novel design solutions
that work toward a more integrated digital work environment. They describe systems that facilitate access to
information, including Lifestreams, Haystack, Task Factory, GroupBar, and Scalable Fabric, and they argue
that the organization of work environments should reflect the social context of work. They consider the
notion of activity as a conceptual tool for designing integrated systems, and point to the Kimura and
Activity-Based Computing systems as examples.Beyond the Desktop Metaphor is the first systematic
overview of state-of-the-art research on integrated digital work environments. It provides a glimpse of what
the next generation of information technologies for everyday use may look like--and it should inspire design
solutions for users' real-world needs.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Scott:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Beyond the
Desktop Metaphor: Designing Integrated Digital Work Environments (MIT Press)? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Deborah Rinehart:

This book untitled Beyond the Desktop Metaphor: Designing Integrated Digital Work Environments (MIT
Press) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order
it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication
from your list.

Melvin Bragg:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Beyond the Desktop Metaphor: Designing Integrated
Digital Work Environments (MIT Press) can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at
this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Beyond the Desktop Metaphor: Designing Integrated Digital Work Environments (MIT Press).

Allen Green:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book Beyond the Desktop Metaphor: Designing Integrated Digital Work Environments (MIT
Press). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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