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From Book 1: Once in a great while a new novelist comes along who dazzles us with rare eloquence and
humanity, with flawless storytelling and a unique understanding of another place and time. Takashi
Matsuoka is just such a writer.

His magnificent new novel, set amid the violence and beauty of nineteenth-century Japan, takes us beyond
the epic tradition of James Clavell’s Shogun and into a majestic realm of samurai and geishas, ninjas and
Zen masters. Brilliantly imagined, gloriously written, Cloud of Sparrows is at once a sweeping historical
adventure and a love story of almost unbearable poignancy. It is storytelling on the grand scale from a
novelist of astounding depth and grace.

Cloud of Sparrows

It is the dawn of the New Year, 1861. After two centuries of isolation, Japan has been forced to open its
doors to the West, igniting a clash of cultures and generations. And as foreign ships threaten to rain
destruction on the Shogun’s castle in Edo, a small group of American missionaries has chosen this time to
spread the word of their God. Among them, Emily Gibson, a woman seeking redemption from a tormented
past, and Matthew Stark, a cold-eyed killer with one more death on his mind.

Neither realizes that their future in Japan has already been foreseen. For a young nobleman, Lord Genji, has
dreamt that his life will be saved by an outsider in the New Year. Widely reviled as a dilettante, Lord Genji
has one weapon with which to inspire awe. In his family, one in every generation is said to have the gift of
prophecy. And what Lord Genji sees has struck fear in many around him. As the Shogun’s secret police chief
plots Genji’s death--and the utter destruction of his entire clan--the young and untried lord must prove that he
is more than the handsome womanizer of legend, famed lover of Edo’s most celebrated geisha, Lady Heiko,
and that his prophetic powers are no mere fairy tale.

Forced to escape from Edo and flee to his ancestral stronghold, the spectacular Cloud of Sparrows Castle,
Genji joins his fate with Emily and Stark, unaware of the dark forces that drive them. Together with Genji’s
uncle, Lord Shigeru, a legendary swordsman knee-deep in the blood of his own kin, and the enigmatic Lady
Heiko, the unlikely band embarks on a harrowing journey through a landscape bristling with danger--to
prepare for a final battle.

Here, on a snowscape stained with blood, horror will mix with wonder, secrets will unravel, and love will
duel with vengeance--as East and West, flesh and spirit, past and future, collide in ways no one--least of all
Genji--could have imagined.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Smith:

The reserve with title Samurai (2 Book Series) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist
in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Steven Ellison:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Samurai (2 Book Series) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
ahead of. The Samurai (2 Book Series) giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

John Singletary:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be Samurai (2 Book Series) why because the excellent cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Maria Levine:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the Samurai (2 Book Series) when you essential it?
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