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Of all the major jazz artists, Thelonious Monk was one of the most original musical thinkers--nonconformist,
idiosyncratic, imaginative, eccentric--in a word, unique. In The Thelonious Monk Reader, Rob van der Bliek
has brought together some of the most revealing pieces ever written on Monk, providing a full portrait of the
musician and his impact on the jazz world.
Here is a wealth of information that was previously scattered and difficult to locate, including a wide range
of articles, profiles, reviews, interviews, liner notes, and music analyses. Ranging in date from 1947 to 1999,
these 39 pieces feature the work of some of our best jazz critics, including Leonard Feather, Ira Gitler, Nat
Hentoff, Andre Hodeir, Gunther Schuller, Martin Williams, and many others. The book spans Monk's
childhood and early recordings with Blue Note and Prestige, his Riverside period and the critical recognition
that followed the release of Brilliant Corners, and his fame and fortune during his Columbia years. Readers
will find colorful descriptions of Monk's eccentric lifestyle as well as thoughtful commentary on his
unorthodox piano technique, which was marked by off-center accents and idiosyncratic voicings, broken
rhythms, alternately dense and stripped down chords, and creative use of silence. Rob van der Bliek also
provides a general introduction and brief introductions to each piece as well as critical annotations that place
the work in context.
Controversial, often contradictory, and always engaging, these readings offer a complete view of the man,
his music, and his time. The only such book on Monk's life and work, this volume will be "must reading" for
jazz fans and scholars, musicians, music lovers, and readers with an interest in African-American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Castillo:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Thelonious Monk Reader (Readers in
American Music) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Blanche Dobos:

The publication untitled The Thelonious Monk Reader (Readers in American Music) is the reserve that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of The Thelonious Monk Reader (Readers in American Music) from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Floyd Brown:

Beside this kind of The Thelonious Monk Reader (Readers in American Music) in your phone, it might give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have The Thelonious Monk Reader (Readers in American Music) because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book
along with read it from at this point!

Rochelle Barrick:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top collection in your reading list is actually The Thelonious Monk Reader (Readers in American Music).
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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