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Landscape, John Stilgoe tells us, is a noun. From the old Frisian language (once spoken in coastal parts of
the Netherlands and Germany), it meant shoveled land: landschop. Sixteenth-century Englishmen misheard
or mispronounced this as landskep, which became landskip, then landscape, designating the surface of the
earth shaped for human habitation. In What Is Landscape? Stilgoe maps the discovery of landscape by
putting words to things, zeroing in on landscape's essence but also leading sideways expeditions through
such sources as children's picture books, folklore, deeds, antique terminology, out-of-print dictionaries, and
conversations with locals. ("What is that?" "Well, it's not really a slough, not really, it's a bayou...") He offers
a highly original, cogent, compact, gracefully written narrative lexicon of landscape as word, concept, and
path to discoveries. What Is Landscape? is an invitation to walk, to notice, to ask: to see a sandcastle with a
pinwheel at the beach and think of Dutch windmills -- icons of triumph, markers of territory won from the
sea; to walk in the woods and be amused by the Elizabethans' misuse of the Latin silvaticus (people of the
woods) to coin the word savages; to see in a suburban front lawn a representation of the meadow of a
medieval freehold. Discovering landscape is good exercise for body and for mind. This book is an essential
guide and companion to that exercise -- to understanding, literally and figuratively, what landscape is.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Phillips:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This What Is Landscape? (MIT Press) is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Rosalie Lloyd:

Typically the book What Is Landscape? (MIT Press) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book
very ideal to you. The book What Is Landscape? (MIT Press) is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Clarine Davidson:

Exactly why? Because this What Is Landscape? (MIT Press) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Lawrence Gibbs:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like What Is Landscape? (MIT
Press) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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