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"No work in modern literature, with the possible exception of Uncle Tom's Cabin, can compete with What Is
to Be Done? in its effect on human lives and its power to make history. For Chernyshevsky's novel, far more
than Marx's Capital, supplied the emotional dynamic that eventually went to make the Russian
Revolution."—Joseph Frank, The Southern Review

Almost from the moment of its publication in 1863, Nikolai Chernyshevsky's novel, What Is to Be Done?,
had a profound impact on the course of Russian literature and politics. The idealized image it offered of
dedicated and self-sacrificing intellectuals transforming society by means of scientific knowledge served as a
model of inspiration for Russia's revolutionary intelligentsia. On the one hand, the novel's condemnation of
moderate reform helped to bring about the irrevocable break between radical intellectuals and liberal
reformers; on the other, Chernyshevsky's socialist vision polarized conservatives' opposition to institutional
reform. Lenin himself called Chernyshevsky "the greatest and most talented representative of socialism
before Marx"; and the controversy surrounding What Is to Be Done? exacerbated the conflicts that
eventually led to the Russian Revolution.

Michael R. Katz's readable and compelling translation is now the definitive unabridged English-language
version, brilliantly capturing the extraordinary qualities of the original. William G. Wagner has provided full
annotations to Chernyshevsky's allusions and references and to the, sources of his ideas, and has appended a
critical bibliography. An introduction by Katz and Wagner places the novel in the context of nineteenth-
century Russian social, political, and intellectual history and literature, and explores its importance for
several generations of Russian radicals.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Henson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience
happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the What Is to Be
Done? is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Katrina Varga:

The e-book with title What Is to Be Done? has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a
lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Ellen Scherer:

This What Is to Be Done? is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you
who still having bit of digest in reading this What Is to Be Done? can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Michael Clark:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of What Is to Be Done? can give you a lot of friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have What Is to Be Done?.
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