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Frances Willard founded the Woman's Christian Temperance Union in 1884 to carry the message of
women's emancipation throughout the world. Based in the United States, the WCTU rapidly became an
international organization, with affiliates in forty-two countries. Ian Tyrrell tells the extraordinary story of
how a handful of women sought to change the mores of the world -- not only by abolishing alcohol but also
by promoting peace and attacking prostitution, poverty, and male control of democratic political structures.

In describing the work of Mary Leavitt, Jessie Ackermann, and other temperance crusaders on the
international scene, Tyrrell identifies the tensions generated by conflict between the WCTU's universalist
agenda and its own version of an ideologically and religiously based form of cultural imperialism. The union
embraced an international and occasionally ecumenical vision that included a critique of Western
materialism and imperialism. But, at the same time, its mission inevitably promoted Anglo-American
cultural practices and Protestant evangelical beliefs deemed morally superior by the WCTU.

Tyrrell also considers, from a comparative perspective, the peculiar links between feminism, social reform,
and evangelical religion in Anglo-American culture that made it so difficult for the WCTU to export its
vision of a woman-centered mission to other cultures. Even in other Western states, forging links between
feminism and religiously based temperance reform was made virtually impossible by religious, class, and
cultural barriers. Thus, the WCTU ultimately failed in its efforts to achieve a sober and pure world, although
its members significantly shaped the values of those countries in which it excercised strong influence.

As and urgently needed history of the first largescale worldwide women's organization and non-
denominational evangelical institution, Woman's World / Woman's Empire will be a valuable resource to
scholars in the fields of women's studies, religion, history, and alcohol and temperance studies.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Powers:

The book Woman's World/Woman's Empire: The Woman's Christian Temperance Union in International
Perspective, 1880-1930 gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make reading through a book Woman's World/Woman's Empire: The Woman's
Christian Temperance Union in International Perspective, 1880-1930 to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open up and read a publication Woman's World/Woman's Empire: The
Woman's Christian Temperance Union in International Perspective, 1880-1930. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Virginia Benson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One
of them is this Woman's World/Woman's Empire: The Woman's Christian Temperance Union in
International Perspective, 1880-1930.

John Collins:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Woman's
World/Woman's Empire: The Woman's Christian Temperance Union in International Perspective, 1880-1930
which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Lloyd Stec:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your



book? Or just trying to find the Woman's World/Woman's Empire: The Woman's Christian Temperance
Union in International Perspective, 1880-1930 when you needed it?
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