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Among his many captivating exploits, the French artist Yves Klein (1928–1962) invented his own brand of
colour: the inimitable International Klein Blue. Denounced as a charlatan and feted as a mystic, Klein
scandalized the art world with his enthusiastic embrace of the highs and lows of post-war mass culture and
his exploitation of controversial publicity tactics. Today it is clear that Klein was not only one of the most
radical artists of the post-war period but an iconic role model for contemporary practices: he reinvented
abstract painting, conceived new horizons for performance art and was a trailblazer in the interdisciplinary
realm of land, body and conceptual art.
Nuit Banai examines the relationship between Klein’s brief but incandescent life and his wide repertoire of
artistic practices. The book establishes that Klein’s brilliance was above all performative, as he created and
inhabited a cast of public identities: avant-garde artist, bourgeois, judo expert, painter, charlatan,
collaborator, politician, middle-class mystic, fascist and showman. With each persona, Klein invented new
ways to communicate his paradoxical message of spiritual enlightenment and Dada iconoclasm to an
unsuspecting, bemused and entranced audience.
This new critical biography illuminates Klein’s influential and multifaceted artistic career. Alongside
contemporaries like Andy Warhol and Joseph Beuys and postmodern chameleons like Cindy Sherman,
Klein’s protean performance of multiple roles stands as a landmark example of the artist’s transformational
status. An invaluable introduction to the life and work of this flamboyant individual, Yves Klein will appeal
to students and scholars of Klein as well as those interested in contemporary art and twentieth-century
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Reese:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Yves Klein (Critical Lives) book is readable through you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Yves Klein (Critical Lives) content conveys
thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Yves Klein (Critical Lives) is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Kyle Gill:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Yves Klein (Critical Lives), you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Thelma Martin:

The book untitled Yves Klein (Critical Lives) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring
you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Eduardo Ford:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Yves Klein (Critical Lives) can make you experience more interested to read.
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