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In the 1950s and 1960s, as the white residents, real estate agents, and municipal officials of many American
cities fought keep African Americans out of traditionally white neighborhoods, Philadelphia’s West Mount
Airy became one of the first neighborhoods in the nation where residents came together around a
community-wide mission toward intentional integration. As West Mount Airy experienced transition,
homeowners fought economic and legal policies that encouraged white flight and threatened the quality of
local schools, seeking to find an alternative to racial separation without knowing what they would create in
its place. In Making Good Neighbors, Abigail Perkiss tells the remarkable story of West Mount Airy,
drawing on archival research and her oral history interviews with residents to trace their efforts, which began
in the years following World War II and continued through the turn of the twenty-first century.

The organizing principles of neighborhood groups like the West Mount Airy Neighbors Association
(WMAN) were fundamentally liberal and emphasized democracy, equality, and justice; the social, cultural,
and economic values of these groups were also decidedly grounded in middle-class ideals and white-collar
professionalism. As Perkiss shows, this liberal, middle-class framework would ultimately become contested
by more militant black activists and from within WMAN itself, as community leaders worked to adapt and
respond to the changing racial landscape of the 1960s and 1970s. The West Mount Airy case stands apart
from other experiments in integration because of the intentional, organized, and long-term commitment on
the part of WMAN to biracial integration and, in time, multiracial and multiethnic diversity. The efforts of
residents in the 1950s and 1960s helped to define the neighborhood as it exists today.
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From reader reviews:

James Reed:

The book Making Good Neighbors: Civil Rights, Liberalism, and Integration in Postwar Philadelphia make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Making Good Neighbors: Civil Rights, Liberalism, and Integration in Postwar
Philadelphia for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a guide
Making Good Neighbors: Civil Rights, Liberalism, and Integration in Postwar Philadelphia. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Terry Snider:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Making Good Neighbors: Civil Rights, Liberalism, and Integration in Postwar
Philadelphia book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here
are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer associated with Making Good Neighbors: Civil Rights, Liberalism, and Integration in
Postwar Philadelphia content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking
Making Good Neighbors: Civil Rights, Liberalism, and Integration in Postwar Philadelphia is not loveable to
be your top checklist reading book?

Lynn Groff:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Making Good
Neighbors: Civil Rights, Liberalism, and Integration in Postwar Philadelphia suitable to you? The book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Making Good Neighbors: Civil Rights, Liberalism,
and Integration in Postwar Philadelphiais one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Jerry Schooler:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Making Good Neighbors: Civil Rights,
Liberalism, and Integration in Postwar Philadelphia can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating



this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Making Good Neighbors: Civil Rights, Liberalism, and Integration in Postwar Philadelphia.
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