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Shojo manga are romance comics for teenage girls. Characterized by a very dense visual style, featuring
flowery backgrounds and big-eyed, androgynous boys and girls, it is an extremely popular and prominent
genre in Japan. Why is this genre so appealing? Where did it come from? Why do so many of the stories
feature androgynous characters and homosexual romance? Passionate Friendship answers these questions by
reviewing Japanese girls’ print culture from its origins in 1920s and 1930s girls’ literary magazines to the
1970s “revolution” shojo manga, when young women artists took over the genre. It looks at the narrative and
aesthetic features of girls’ literature and illustration across the twentieth century, both pre- and postwar, and
discusses how these texts addressed and formed a reading community of girls, even as they were informed
by competing political and social ideologies.

The author traces the development of girls’ culture in pre–World War II magazines and links it to postwar
teenage girls’ comics and popular culture. Within this culture, as private and cloistered as the schools most
readers attended, a discourse of girlhood arose that avoided heterosexual romance in favor of “S
relationships,” passionate friendships between girls. This preference for homogeneity is echoed in the
postwar genre of boys’ love manga written for girls. Both prewar S relationships and postwar boys’ love
stories gave girls a protected space to develop and explore their identities and sexuality apart from the
pressures of a patriarchal society. Shojo manga offered to a reading community of girls a place to share the
difficulties of adolescence as well as an alternative to the image of girls purveyed by the media to boys and
men.

Passionate Friendship’s close literary and visual analysis of modern Japanese girls’ culture will appeal to a
wide range of readers, including scholars and students of Japanese studies, gender studies, and popular
culture.

30 illus., 5 in color
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From reader reviews:

Willard Callahan:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Passionate Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girls' Culture in Japan
book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer connected with Passionate Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girls' Culture in Japan content conveys
the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but
it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Passionate Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girls'
Culture in Japan is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Robert Young:

This Passionate Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girls' Culture in Japan are usually reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Passionate Friendship: The Aesthetics of
Girls' Culture in Japan can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed types. Beside that this Passionate Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girls' Culture in Japan
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Amy Mueller:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work here is difficult
job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe
you answer could be Passionate Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girls' Culture in Japan why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.

Jamie Durbin:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Passionate
Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girls' Culture in Japan which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.
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