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Rarely does a biblical book evoke admiration from a Nobel laureate in literature, a newspaper columnist, a
prize-winning poet, and a popular songwriter. Ecclesiastes has done that, and for good reason. Its author,
who called himself Qoheleth, stared death in the face and judged all human endeavors to be futile. For
Qoheleth observation is the only avenue to understanding; an arbitrarily wrathful and benevolent deity
created and rules over the world; and death is unpredictable, absolute, and final. His message is simple: seize
the moment, for death awaits.

James L. Crenshaw begins by examining the essential mysteries of the book of Ecclesiastes: the speaker’s
identity, his emphasis on hidden or contradictory truths, and his argument of the insubstantiality of most
things and the ultimate futility of all efforts. Moving from the ancient to the contemporary, Crenshaw again
analyzes Qoheleth’s observations about the human condition, this time testing if they can stand up against
rational inquiry today. In exploring Qoheleth’s identity, the foundations of his outlook, and his
recommendations, Crenshaw engages modern readers in a conversation about one of the most disagreed
upon biblical books.

In Qoheleth, Crenshaw draws on related literature from the ancient Near East and traces the impact of
Qoheleth in both Christian and Jewish traditions, summarizing a lifetime of scholarship on the book of
Ecclesiastes. While exploring Ecclesiastes and its enigmatic author, Crenshaw engages scholars and modern
interpreters in genuine debate over the lasting relevance of Qoheleth’s teachings and the place of Ecclesiastes
in the biblical canon.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Qoheleth: The Ironic Wink (Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament), you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Saul Robinson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Qoheleth: The Ironic Wink (Studies on Personalities
of the Old Testament) can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Rebecca Clark:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Qoheleth: The Ironic Wink (Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament) will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Claude Gonzalez:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Qoheleth: The Ironic Wink (Studies on
Personalities of the Old Testament) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and study it. Beside that the e-book Qoheleth: The Ironic Wink (Studies on Personalities of the Old
Testament) can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're



doing of this time.
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