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In the late 1920s, Canada's economy was showing all the signs of a full-fledged depression. Life savings
were evaporating, unemployment was up, and exports were dramatically down. Riding on the popularity of
his promise to "blast" Canada's way into world markets — and thus stop the economy's downward spiral —
Richard Bedford Bennett defeated William Lyon Mackenzie King at the polls on July 28, 1930, and assumed
the leadership of the country. Over the next five years, however, Bennett's name became synonymous with
the worst of the Depression — from Bennett buggies, to Bennett tea, to Bennett-burghs.

Eighty years later, he is widely viewed as a difficult man, an ineffectual leader, and a politician who "flip-
flopped" on his conservative beliefs in exchange for popularity. John Boyko offers not only the first major
biography of the man, but a fresh perspective on the old scholarship. Boyko looks at the Prime Minister's
sometimes controversial and often misunderstood policies through a longer lens, one that shows not a
politician angling for votes, but rather a man following through on a life-long dedication to a greater role for
government in society and the economy. It is easy to understand why Bennett has been so misunderstood. It
is not often, after all, that a Conservative Prime Minister finds himself to the left of his Liberal opposition,
but that it exactly where Bennett landed. Bennett's New Deal — a series of proposals that included
unemployment insurance; the establishment of a minimum wage and limits on work hours; an extension of
federally backed farm credit; fair-trade and anti-monopoly legislation; and a revamped Wheat Board to
oversee and control grain prices — was certainly a departure from the Conservative politics of the day. The
same could be said for his creation of the Bank of Canada and the Canadian Radio Broadcasting
Commission.

Boyko explores the origins and hardening of those beliefs as he details Bennett's birth (;into relative
poverty); in Hopewell Cape, New Brunswick, his stunning success as a corporate lawyer and financial
entrepreneur in Calgary, his years in politics, and his eventual retirement in England. As he ranges through
the ups and downs of his subject's career, Boyko also invites his reader to compare the challenges faced by
Bennett to those faced in Canada's more recent history. Nearly every other Canadian prime minister finds his
or her way into the analysis, with Bennett's beliefs and actions measured against theirs.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Alexander:

The book Bennett: The Rebel Who Challenged and Changed a Nation gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
Bennett: The Rebel Who Challenged and Changed a Nation to be your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like start and read a book Bennett: The Rebel Who Challenged and Changed a Nation.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Christopher Mills:

The particular book Bennett: The Rebel Who Challenged and Changed a Nation has a lot info on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after scanning this book.

Jamey Ainsworth:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Bennett: The Rebel Who Challenged and Changed a Nation your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get before. The Bennett: The Rebel Who Challenged and Changed a Nation giving you
one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Ronald Kleiman:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the book
Bennett: The Rebel Who Challenged and Changed a Nation we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Bennett: The Rebel Who
Challenged and Changed a Nation. You can more attractive than now.
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