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For evolutionary biologists, the concept of chance has always played a significant role in the formation of
evolutionary theory. As far back as Greek antiquity, chance and "luck" were key factors in understanding the
natural world. Chance is not just an important concept; it is an entire way of thinking about nature. And as
Curtis Johnson shows, it is also one of the key ideas that separates Charles Darwin from other systematic
biologists of his time. Studying the concept of chance in Darwin's writing reveals core ideas in his theory of
evolution, as well as his reflections on design, purpose, and randomness in nature's progression over the
course of history.

In Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin, Curtis Johnson examines Darwin's
early notebooks, his collected correspondence (now in 19 volumes), and most of his published writing to
trace the evolution of his ideas about chance in evolution. This proved to be one of Darwin's most
controversial ideas among his reading public, so much so that it drew hostile reactions even from Darwin's
scientific friends, not to mention the more general reader. The firestorm of criticism forced Darwin to forge a
retreat, not in terms of removing chance from his theory--his commitment to it was unshakable--but in terms
of how he chose to present his theory. Briefly, by changing his wording and by introducing metaphors and
images (the stone-house metaphor, the evolution of giraffes, and others), Darwin succeeded in making his
ideas seem less threatening than before without actually changing his views. Randomness remained a focal
point for Darwin throughout his life. Through the lens of randomness, Johnson reveals implications of
Darwin's views for religion, free will, and moral theory. Darwin's Dice presents a new way to look at
Darwinist thought and the writings of Charles Darwin.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Walker:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for people. The book Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the
Thought of Charles Darwin had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in
the Thought of Charles Darwin is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin. You never
feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Armando Mosley:

The feeling that you get from Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin is the
more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought
of Charles Darwin giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Darwin's
Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin instantly.

Wm Mills:

This Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin is great reserve for you because
the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world in
ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Marjorie Calhoun:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin we can have



more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book
Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin. You can more inviting than now.
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