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If there is one thing that describes the trajectory of American education, it is this: more high-stakes testing.
In the United States, the debates surrounding this trajectory can be so fierce that it feels like we are in
uncharted waters. As Christopher Bjork reminds us in this study, however, we are not the first to make
testing so central to education: Japan has been doing it for decades. Drawing on Japan’s experiences with
testing, overtesting, and recent reforms to relax educational pressures, he sheds light on the best path forward
for US schools.

           

Bjork asks a variety of important questions related to testing and reform: Does testing overburden students?
Does it impede innovation and encourage conformity? Can a system anchored by examination be reshaped to
nurture creativity and curiosity? How should any reforms be implemented by teachers? Each chapter
explores questions like these with careful attention to the actual effects policies have had on schools in Japan
and other Asian settings, and each draws direct parallels to issues that US schools currently face. Offering a
wake-up call for American education, Bjork ultimately cautions that the accountability-driven practice of
standardized testing might very well exacerbate the precise problems it is trying to solve. 
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From reader reviews:

Jon Gomes:

In other case, little individuals like to read book High-Stakes Schooling: What We Can Learn from Japan's
Experiences with Testing, Accountability, and Education Reform. You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book High-Stakes Schooling: What
We Can Learn from Japan's Experiences with Testing, Accountability, and Education Reform. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Harold Felix:

Typically the book High-Stakes Schooling: What We Can Learn from Japan's Experiences with Testing,
Accountability, and Education Reform has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you
can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research
ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this
book.

Willard Edwards:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like High-Stakes Schooling: What
We Can Learn from Japan's Experiences with Testing, Accountability, and Education Reform which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Ricardo Hempel:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book High-Stakes Schooling: What We Can Learn from Japan's Experiences with
Testing, Accountability, and Education Reform we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book High-Stakes
Schooling: What We Can Learn from Japan's Experiences with Testing, Accountability, and Education
Reform. You can more pleasing than now.
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