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Après Indiana et Valentine, j’écrivis Lélia, sans suite, sans plan, à bâtons rompus, et avec l’intention, dans le
principe, de l’écrire pour moi seule. Je n’avais aucun système, je n’appartenais à aucune école, je ne songeais
presque pas au public; je ne me faisais pas encore une idée nette de ce qu’est la publicité. Je ne croyais
nullement qu’il pût m’appartenir d’impressionner ou d’influencer l’esprit des autres. Était-ce modestie? Je
puis affirmer que oui, bien qu’il ne paraisse guère modeste de s’attribuer une vertu si rare. Mais comme, chez
moi, ce n’était pas vertu, je dis la chose comme elle est. Ce n’était pas un effort de ma raison, un triomphe
remporté sur la vanité naturelle à notre espèce, mais bien une insouciance du fait, une imprévoyance innée,
une tendance à m’absorber dans une occupation de l’esprit, sans me souvenir qu’au delà du monde de mes
rêves, il existait un monde de réalités sur lequel ma pensée, sereine ou sombre, pouvait avoir une action
quelconque. Je fus donc très-étonnée du retentissement de ce livre, des partisans et des antagonistes qu’il me
créa. Je n’ai point à dire ce que je pense moi-même du fonds de l’ouvrage: je l’ai dit dans la préface de la
deuxième édition, et je n’ai pas varié d’opinion depuis cette époque. Le livre a été écrit de bonne foi, sous le
poids d’une souffrance intérieure quasi mortelle, souffrance toute morale, toute philosophique et religieuse,
et qui me créait des angoisses inexplicables pour les gens qui vivent sans chercher la cause et le but de la vie.
D’excellents amis qui m’entouraient, avec lesquels j’étais gaie à l’habitude (car de telles préoccupations ne
se révèlent pas sans ennuyer beaucoup ceux qui ne les ont point), furent frappés de stupeur en lisant des
pages si amères et si noires. Ils n’y comprirent goutte, et me demandèrent où j’avais pris ce cauchemar. Ceux
qui liront plus tard l’histoire de ma vie intellectuelle ne s’étonneront plus que le doute ait été pour moi une
chose si sérieuse et une crise si terrible.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony McDonell:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Lélia (French Edition) book is readable by means of you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
regarding Lélia (French Edition) content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
even now thinking Lélia (French Edition) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Leticia Simmons:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based
on what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Lélia (French
Edition) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Delaine Valencia:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Lélia (French Edition), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Russell Pittman:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Lélia (French Edition) why because the excellent cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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