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This book examines alleged “superhuman” powers predominantly associated with smith/artisans in five
African societies. It discusses their ritual and social roles, mythico-histories, symbols surrounding their art,
and changing relationships between these specialists and their patrons. Needed but also feared, these
smith/artisans work in traditionally hereditary occupations and in stratified but negotiable relationships with
their rural patron families. Many of them now also work for new customers in an expanding market
economy, which is still characterized by personal, face-to-face interactions. Rasmussen maintains that a
framework integrating anthropological theories of witchcraft, alterity, symbolism, and power is fundamental
to understanding local accusations and tensions in these relationships. She also argues that it is critical to
deconstruct and disentangle guilt, blame, and envy—concepts that are often conflated in anthropology at the
expense of falsely accused “witch” figures. The first portion of this book is an ethnographic analysis of
smith/artisans in Tuareg society, and draws on primary source data from this author’s long-term
social/cultural anthropological field research in Tuareg (Kel Tamajaq) communities of northern Niger and
Mali. The latter portion of the book is a cross-cultural comparison, and it re-analyzes the Tuareg case,
drawing on secondary data on ritual powers and smith/artisans in four other African societies: the Amhara of
Ethiopia, the Bidan (Moors) of Mauritania, the Kapsiki of Cameroon, and the Mande of southern Mali. In the
concluding analysis, there is discussion of similarities and differences between these cases, the social
consequences of ritual knowledge and power in each community, and their wider implications for
anthropology of religion, human rights, and African studies.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Jakubowski:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Neighbors,
Strangers, Witches, and Culture-Heroes: Ritual Powers of Smith/Artisans in Tuareg Society and Beyond. All
type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Paul Howell:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Neighbors, Strangers, Witches, and Culture-Heroes: Ritual Powers of Smith/Artisans in
Tuareg Society and Beyond.

Lauren Veach:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is Neighbors, Strangers, Witches, and Culture-Heroes: Ritual Powers of Smith/Artisans in
Tuareg Society and Beyond this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world
now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value
to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why
this book suitable all of you.

Nancy Byrom:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is known as of book Neighbors, Strangers, Witches, and Culture-Heroes: Ritual Powers of Smith/Artisans in
Tuareg Society and Beyond. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it
can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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