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In Darkening Mirrors, Stephanie Leigh Batiste examines how African Americans participated in U.S.
cultural imperialism in Depression-era stage and screen performances. A population treated as second-class
citizens at home imagined themselves as empowered, modern U.S. citizens and transnational actors in plays,
operas, ballets, and films. Many of these productions, such as the 1938 hits Haiti and The "Swing" Mikado
recruited large casts of unknown performers, involving the black community not only as spectators but also
as participants. Performances of exoticism, orientalism, and primitivism are inevitably linked to issues of
embodiment, including how bodies signify blackness as a cultural, racial, and global category. Whether
enacting U.S. imperialism in westerns, dramas, dances, songs, jokes, or comedy sketches, African Americans
maintained a national identity that registered a diasporic empowerment and resistance on the global stage.
Boldly addressing the contradictions in these performances, Batiste challenges the simplistic notion that the
oppressed cannot identify with oppressive modes of power and enact themselves as empowered subjects.
Darkening Mirrors adds nuance and depth to the history of African American subject formation and stage
and screen performance.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hagen:

In other case, little persons like to read book Darkening Mirrors: Imperial Representation in Depression-Era
African American Performance. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a new book Darkening Mirrors: Imperial Representation in Depression-Era
African American Performance. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
could open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Donald Scott:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Darkening Mirrors: Imperial Representation in
Depression-Era African American Performance as the daily resource information.

Henry Perry:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
list in your reading list is actually Darkening Mirrors: Imperial Representation in Depression-Era African
American Performance. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Anthony Balentine:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book
Darkening Mirrors: Imperial Representation in Depression-Era African American Performance. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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