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This beautifully illustrated, elegantly written textbook pairs the best research on the biochemical properties
and physiological effects of medicinal plants with a fascinating history of their use throughout human
civilization, revealing the influence of nature's pharmacopeia on art, war, conquest, and law. By chronicling
the ways in which humans have cultivated plant species, extracted their active chemical ingredients, and
investigated their effects on the body over time, Nature's Pharmacopeia also builds an unparalleled portrait
of these special herbs as they transitioned from wild flora and botanical curiosities to commodities and
potent drugs.

The book opens with an overview of the use of medicinal plants in the traditional practices and indigenous
belief systems of people in the Americas, Africa, Asia, and ancient Europe. It then connects medicinal plants
to the growth of scientific medicine in the West. Subsequent chapters cover the regulation of drugs; the use
of powerful plant chemicals?such as cocaine, nicotine, and caffeine?in various medical settings; and the
application of biomedicine's intellectual frameworks to the manufacture of novel drugs from ancient
treatments. Geared toward nonspecialists, this text fosters a deep appreciation of the complex chemistry and
cultural resonance of herbal medicine, while suggesting how we may further tap the vast repositories of the
world's herbal knowledge to create new pharmaceuticals.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Watkins:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Nature's Pharmacopeia: A World of
Medicinal Plants will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Arlie Carrillo:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Nature's Pharmacopeia: A World of
Medicinal Plants book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

James Turco:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Nature's Pharmacopeia: A World of Medicinal Plants as
your daily resource information.

Betty Guinn:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be learn. Nature's Pharmacopeia: A World of Medicinal Plants can be your answer given
it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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