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Ever since Nelson Mandela dramatically walked out of prison in 1990 after twenty-seven years behind bars,
South Africa has been undergoing a radical transformation. In one of the most miraculous events of the
century, the oppressive system of apartheid was dismantled. Repressive laws mandating separation of the
races were thrown out. The country, which had been carved into a crazy quilt that reserved the most
prosperous areas for whites and the most desolate and backward for blacks, was reunited. The dreaded and
dangerous security force, which for years had systematically tortured, spied upon, and harassed people of
color and their white supporters, was dismantled. But how could this country--one of spectacular beauty and
promise--come to terms with its ugly past? How could its people, whom the oppressive white government
had pitted against one another, live side by side as friends and neighbors?

To begin the healing process, Nelson Mandela created the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, headed by
the renowned cleric Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Established in 1995, the commission faced the awesome
task of hearing the testimony of the victims of apartheid as well as the oppressors. Amnesty was granted to
those who offered a full confession of any crimes associated with apartheid. Since the commission began its
work, it has been the central player in a drama that has riveted the country. In this book, Antjie Krog, a South
African journalist and poet who has covered the work of the commission, recounts the drama, the horrors,
the wrenching personal stories of the victims and their families. Through the testimonies of victims of abuse
and violence, from the appearance of Winnie Mandela to former South African president P. W. Botha's
extraordinary courthouse press conference, this award-winning poet leads us on an amazing journey.

Country of My Skull captures the complexity of the Truth Commission's work. The narrative is often
traumatic, vivid, and provocative. Krog's powerful prose lures the reader actively and inventively through a
mosaic of insights, impressions, and secret themes. This compelling tale is Antjie Krog's profound literary
account of the mending of a country that was in colossal need of change.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Helland:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Country of My Skull: Guilt, Sorrow, and the Limits of
Forgiveness in the New South Africa has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Country of My Skull:
Guilt, Sorrow, and the Limits of Forgiveness in the New South Africa is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Country of My Skull: Guilt, Sorrow, and the
Limits of Forgiveness in the New South Africa. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Larry Parrish:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Country of My Skull: Guilt, Sorrow, and
the Limits of Forgiveness in the New South Africa book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Stephen Hancock:

The reason? Because this Country of My Skull: Guilt, Sorrow, and the Limits of Forgiveness in the New
South Africa is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays
or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Cathryn Walker:

Beside this particular Country of My Skull: Guilt, Sorrow, and the Limits of Forgiveness in the New South
Africa in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Country of My Skull: Guilt,
Sorrow, and the Limits of Forgiveness in the New South Africa because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that



wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from right
now!
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