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The political and economic history of Latin America has been marked by great hopes and even greater
disappointments. Despite abundant resources—and a history of productivity and wealth—in recent decades
the region has fallen further and further behind developed nations, surpassed even by other developing
economies in Southeast Asia and elsewhere.

In Left Behind, Sebastian Edwards explains why the nations of Latin America have failed to share in the
fruits of globalization and forcefully highlights the dangers of the recent turn to economic populism in the
region. He begins by detailing the many ways Latin American governments have stifled economic
development over the years through excessive regulation, currency manipulation, and thoroughgoing
corruption. He then turns to the neoliberal reforms of the early 1990s, which called for the elimination of
deficits, lowering of trade barriers, and privatization of inefficient public enterprises—and which, Edwards
argues, held the promise of freeing Latin America from the burdens of the past. Flawed implementation,
however, meant the promised gains of globalization were never felt by the mass of citizens, and growing
frustration with stalled progress has led to a resurgence of populism throughout the region, exemplified by
the economic policies of Venezuela’sHugo Chávez. But such measures, Edwards warns, are a recipe for
disaster; instead, he argues, the way forward for Latin America lies in further market reforms, more honestly
pursued and fairly implemented. As an example of the promise of that approach, Edwards points to Latin
America's giant, Brazil, which under the successful administration of President Luis Inácio da Silva (Lula)
has finally begun to show signs of reaching its true economic potential.

As the global financial crisis has reminded us, the risks posed by failing economies extend far beyond their
national borders. Putting Latin America back on a path toward sustained growth is crucial not just for the
region but for the world, and Left Behind offers a clear, concise blueprint for the way forward.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Rohe:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Left Behind: Latin
America and the False Promise of Populism is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jeff Farley:

The reason? Because this Left Behind: Latin America and the False Promise of Populism is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Kathryn Hebert:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more time to
be study. Left Behind: Latin America and the False Promise of Populism can be your answer mainly because
it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Sarah Lopez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Left
Behind: Latin America and the False Promise of Populism.
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