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Everyone knows what is feels like to be in pain. Scraped knees, toothaches, migraines, giving birth, cancer,
heart attacks, and heartaches: pain permeates our entire lives. We also witness other people - loved ones -
suffering, and we 'feel with' them.

It is easy to assume this is the end of the story: 'pain-is-pain-is-pain', and that is all there is to say. But it is
not. In fact, the way in which people respond to what they describe as 'painful' has changed considerably
over time. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, for example, people believed that pain served a specific
(and positive) function - it was a message from God or Nature; it would perfect the spirit. 'Suffer in this life
and you wouldn't suffer in the
next one'. Submission to pain was required. Nothing could be more removed from twentieth and twenty-first
century understandings, where pain is regarded as an unremitting evil to be 'fought'.

Focusing on the English-speaking world, this book tells the story of pain since the eighteenth century,
addressing fundamental questions about the experience and nature of suffering over the last three centuries.
How have those in pain interpreted their suffering - and how have these interpretations changed over time?
How have people learnt to conduct themselves when suffering? How do friends and family react? And what
about medical professionals: should they immerse themselves in the suffering
person or is the best response a kind of professional detachment?

As Joanna Bourke shows in this fascinating investigation, people have come up with many different answers
to these questions over time. And a history of pain can tell us a great deal about how we might respond to our
own suffering in the present - and, just as importantly, to the suffering of those around us.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Lea:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Stories of Pain: From the
Eighteenth Century to the Present book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Edward Carter:

This book untitled Stories of Pain: From the Eighteenth Century to the Present to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your
list.

Kim Romero:

Often the book Stories of Pain: From the Eighteenth Century to the Present has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after perusing this book.

Ana Jimenez:

The book untitled Stories of Pain: From the Eighteenth Century to the Present contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written
by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice study.
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