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During the late 1960s and 1970s, massive herds of poisonous crown-of-thorns starfish suddenly began to
infest coral reef communities around the world, leaving in their wake devastation comparable to a burnt-out
rainforest. In What is Natural?, Jan Sapp both examines this ecological catastrophe and captures the intense
debate among scientists about what caused the crisis, and how it should be handled.
The crown-of-thorns story takes readers on tropical expeditions around the world, and into both marine
laboratories and government committees, where scientists rigorously search for answers to the many
profound questions surrounding this event. Were these fierce starfish outbreaks the kind of manmade disaster
heralded by such environmentalists as Rachel Carson in Silent Spring? Indeed, discussions of the cause of
the starfish plagues have involved virtually every environmental issue of our time--over-fishing, pesticide
use, atomic testing, rain forest depletion, and over-population--but many marine biologists maintain that the
epidemic is a natural feature of coral-reef life, and ecological "balance of nature" that should not be tampered
with until we know the scientific truth of the crisis. But should we search for the scientific truth before taking
action? And what if an environmental emergency cannot wait for a rigorous scientific search for "the truth"?
The starfish plagues are arguably one of most mysterious ecological phenomena of this century. Through the
window of this singular event, What is Natural lucidly illustrates the complexity of environmental issues
while probing the most fundamental questions about the relationship between man and nature.
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From reader reviews:

Maribel Davenport:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book What Is Natural?: Coral Reef Crisis. You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book
What Is Natural?: Coral Reef Crisis. You can add information and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Adela Valenti:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like What Is Natural?: Coral
Reef Crisis which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Julia Barr:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually What Is Natural?: Coral Reef Crisis. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

Connie Hockaday:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide What Is Natural?: Coral Reef Crisis was filled with regards to science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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