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John Collier's war began on day one, flying Hampdens in 83 Squadron with his friend Guy Gibson, in a hunt
for the battleship Admiral Scheer. By the summer of 1940 he was bombing the Dortmund-Ems Canal at low-
level, then Bordeaux and the Scharnhorst at Brest, which led to his DFC and Bar. Given command of 420
(RCAF) Squadron at 25, Collier was hand-picked to direct 97 Squadron, whose Lancasters made a
spectacular debut with the 1942 Augsburg Raid. In Gibson's opinion “Joe” Collier's 97 was the best unit in
Bomber Command. After 63 missions Collier was awarded the DSO and was selected to join the Directorate
of Bomber Operations (B Ops 1) at the heart of the air war: co-ordinating with the USAAF, issuing
directives to Bomber Command, and arguing for precision attacks on vital enemy industries and weaponry.
In B Ops 1 John Collier was closely involved in planning the Dambuster Raid with Barnes Wallis, drafted
the attack on Peenemunde's V-weapons research station, and managed to delay the “buzz-bomb” and rocket
assault on London. As target selector for the specialist 617 Squadron, he and Leonard Cheshire VC made
imaginative use of Wallis's Tallboy “earthquake bomb”. 617 were also linked to Collier's role with SOE's
“Blackmail Committee” that gave French industrialists a stark choice: sabotage your own plant or be bombed
flat. By the time he moved to India in 1945 as Deputy Director of Combined Ops, John Collier had been
involved in most of the major initiatives of the bomber war. His unpublished memoir of B Ops 1 and his
logbooks and letters home give direct authority to this the first biography of this remarkable flyer, one of the
most significant young RAF officers of the war.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Ames:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Group Captain John 'Joe' Collier DSO, DFC and Bar : The
Authorised Biography of the Bomber Commander, Air War and SOE Strategist and Dambuster Planner.

Rolanda Parker:

This Group Captain John 'Joe' Collier DSO, DFC and Bar : The Authorised Biography of the Bomber
Commander, Air War and SOE Strategist and Dambuster Planner is great book for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Group Captain John 'Joe' Collier DSO, DFC and Bar : The Authorised Biography of the Bomber
Commander, Air War and SOE Strategist and Dambuster Planner in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
minute right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt which?

Rodolfo Rodgers:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Group Captain John 'Joe' Collier DSO, DFC and Bar : The
Authorised Biography of the Bomber Commander, Air War and SOE Strategist and Dambuster Planner can
give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make
you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Group Captain John 'Joe' Collier DSO, DFC and
Bar : The Authorised Biography of the Bomber Commander, Air War and SOE Strategist and Dambuster
Planner.

Bonnie Daves:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the



most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as
of book Group Captain John 'Joe' Collier DSO, DFC and Bar : The Authorised Biography of the Bomber
Commander, Air War and SOE Strategist and Dambuster Planner. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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