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.Coming at a time when scarce attention is being paid to new sources for a political impulse in the West,
Performance as Political Act seeks to re-embody the political subject, arguing that when the mind has been
dominated by mass communications as in Western capitalism, the body emerges as a site of opposition.
Martin's study goes against the conventional wisdom of the three areas it seeks to synthesize: politics, the
performing arts, and the body. Whereas most left political studies presuppose consciousness as necessary for
political activity, the author contends that consciousness is inadequate without political feeling and senses
which are the province of the body. The performing arts, generally viewed from the audience's perspective,
are here seen from the standpoint of the performers because the power of social relations, Martin asserts, lies
ultimately in performance. Finally, the body, viewed in the relevant literature as either a natural, individual
essence or as subjugated to mind is established here as a social, historical agent of political activity. Two
distinct, yet related, studies form the basis for Martin's contention that an alternative politics must be based
on the body engaged in performance: first, an inside view of the making of a modern dance displays the
sources of power for a social body; and second, a comparison of political theatre in the Soviet twenties and
American sixties identifies the way in which the body's potential for politics changes. A sustained theoretical
discussion that critiques semiotic and phenomenological approaches to the body and outlines a body politics
links the two studies.

Performing artists concerned with the political aspects of their work; sociologists engaged in the study of
problems of culture and everyday life; and literary theorists involved with the application of the tools of
literary criticism to political problems will find that the perspectives expressed in this groundbreaking
examination of the contemporary theory and history of the body form a compelling argument for the extent
to which the body can become a source of political activity.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

The knowledge that you get from Performance as Political Act: The Embodied Self (Critical Perspectives in
Social Theory) may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Performance as Political
Act: The Embodied Self (Critical Perspectives in Social Theory) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this kind of Performance as Political Act: The Embodied Self (Critical Perspectives in
Social Theory) instantly.

Anthony Hubbard:

This book untitled Performance as Political Act: The Embodied Self (Critical Perspectives in Social Theory)
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get
a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by using online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Tom Seaman:

The actual book Performance as Political Act: The Embodied Self (Critical Perspectives in Social Theory)
has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Judy Turner:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Performance as Political Act: The Embodied
Self (Critical Perspectives in Social Theory) or others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Performance as Political Act: The Embodied Self (Critical
Perspectives in Social Theory) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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